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S OAP STARS Glenroe children from Bray...three year old Blanaid Treacy and her
six year old brother Naoise,

BRAY BASED Horizon Radio is set to merge with a rival south
Wicklow station in a bid to remain financially viable.

The possibility of a merger agree-
ment between Horitzon and Wick-
low town based Easy 103 has become
increasingly more likely in recent
weeks with both facing uncertain fu-
tures.

On Wednesday morning last, the
recently appointed new Chlef Ex-
ecutive of Horizon Dave Heffernan
confirmed that merger talks had just
begun between the two sides.

He said that Horizon’s own staff
had only been informed of the deve-
lopment on Tuesday evening last
and that it was still too early to make
any major comment.

‘T can confirm that serious talks
are taking place and have just star-

. ted, but they are really at avery early
: stage he said.

He -anticipated that the discus-
‘sions between the two sides could
‘take several weeks, at which point he
“hoped to be in a p031t10n to say more
about the future of Horizon.

"This : week’s development comes
just a little more than three months

‘after: shareholders in the original.

Horizon Co-operative voted through :

major changes in the station’s rules; ..
to allow outside investment by major,
business into thé Bray’ broadcast;mg'

operation for the first time, ™" =+ -

A new company tltled Pac1ﬁc'
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By Jan Van Embden

Holdings was set up to control the
station in which business people and
other investors would be invited to
buy shares.

At the time of these rule changes,
shareholders were presented with a
grim picture of Horizon’s financial
situation and bluntly told that with-
out outside investment, the station
would close.down.

In the wake of the rule changes
however, Horizon has yet to attract
any major investors, although
Mr. Heffernan said this week said

that strong interest had been shown -

and that serious discussions were
taking place, although these would
now have to be put on hold pending
the outcome of the merger talks.

He also claimed that while Hori-
zon had suffered a bad yearup to last
May when the station’s difficult si-
tudtion was outlined as the share-
‘holders’ meeting, it had since then
‘turned the corner’ and the situation
was improving.

A spokeswoman for the Indepen-
-dent Radio and Television Commis-
sion said that they were'awaiting the

..-outcomie of the merger talks between

Honzon and -Easy 103 before mak- -

mg any: comment on the propc sals
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kids in

HE IS ONLY six years old, but
already Bray boy Naoise
Treacy has made his big
television break by landing a
‘regular role in RTE’s
TAM-topping Glenroe.

But when it comes to junior stardom
even Naoise can’t hold a candlé to his
little sister Blanaid who is a veteran of
three seasons of Glenroc at the tender
age of three!

The story of this brother and sister’s
involvement with RTE'’s popular Sunday
night soap began three years ago when
the storyline demanded that a camera
friendly baby be found to play the role of
Biddy and Miley’s new baby daughter.

So it was that three months old
Blanaid, with proud mother Ann Treacy
from Newcourt Road on hand to mind her

Now two Treacy|
(rlenroe

the cameras and has just started filming

_got him at school, or from friends or

new baby, made her first appearance in
the series.

Having beenvirtually born into it, little
Blanaid is very much at home in frout of

her fourth season with her screen
parents Mary McEvoy and Michael Lally,
‘grandad’ Joe Lynch and the rest of the
cast, ‘Because they already knew e and
Blanaid, the producers came along and
asked me if there was anyone ¢lse in the
family who would be interested in
playing the role of Michellce’s (Isobel
Mahon) youngson Ricky,” said Ann.

‘So that's how Naoise got involved and
although he is normally very quiet and
shy, he has taken to it very well. He has
already appeared in one episode, but he
hasn’t been bothered by the notice this

B g

anything,’ she added.
0 By Jan Van Embden. Pic: Dave O’Connor.
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She did say however that the Com-
mission was in principal in favour of
a merger beétween the two stations,
but refrained from any further com-
ment.

While circumspect in its public
comrments, it is understood that the
IRTC is in fact very much in favour
of a merger agreement as its sees
this as the only way to create a
single, viable radio station to serve
all of County Wicklow. Indeed, it has
been learned locally that the Com-
mission has strongly conveyed its
support for a merger to the two par-
ties over recent months., -

Like Horizon, Easy 103 was one of
the dozens of local radio services to .

CITROEN AX starting from......ccovvvvevinienennnnes £8,420
be licensed by the IRTC under Mini- | @ CITROEN ZX starting from ........ceeevcemeeennennne £10,970
ster Ray Burke’s Broadcasting Bill, - | @ CITROEN BX Starting from ....cvecviicrns, £13,420
but unlike Horizon, was much slow- 4 CITROEN XM starting from ....c..co.covveiverenen. £21,470
er getting off the mark. ¥ ALFA ROMEO 33 starting from ........c.ccc.c... £11,195

Set up by a group of local business- ; ALFA ROMEQ 75 starting from.....coceceevnen, .. £18,057
men, the new station was not ready | ALFA ROMEO 164 2 litre from.............. v £271,953

to get onto the airwaves until last
August and after a year of broadcast-
ing, it too is facing a difficult future. -

Lack of revenue from their relat-
ively small advertising income is a
problem for both stations and Hori-
zon in particular is facing increasing
pressure as a result of its large bank
loan. )

R.L.A.C. Championship Event
This Sunday, 25th August

BRAY. Main Sponsor
See our display of Citroen and Alfa

Martin

at NEWCASTLE

startmg 2pm. Entry £2.00

Romeos at the Autocross

yrne Motors

INDUSTRIAL YARNS, BRAY
Tel: 01-2868317/2862797
MAIN DEALER
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