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Baptism of
fire for new
publication

Michael McHugh who has had a few turns of the
wheel at the Democrat over the last 27 years looks
back at those early days - but not his!

and at times terror, so

the infant Donegal
Democrat came into the
world and was christened, a
century ago.
The paper's first publication
in June of 1919 in Bally-
shannon was no mere coin-
cidence.

Its owner John Downey
was very much to the fore in
the national cause and the
paper was reflecting the as-
pirations ofa newlIreland, not

I n the midst of turmoil

Indeed, itisfairtosay that the
paperitself hasbeenamirror
image of the transformation
of Irish society from its
fledgling, if imperfect start,
to the modern thriving, if still
imperfect Ireland of the 21st
century.

For Donegal people, it had
already beena decadeofgreat
sacrifice. The Easter Rising
0f 1916 was a huge catalyst to
theactivities that were taking
place throughout Donegal
and much of the rest of Ire-
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That strong association
with gaelic games isa theme
that has continued over its

Ballyshannon had a strong tradition of printing newspapers dating back to the 1800s

eventful history.

In its first editorial, it
boldly exclaimed: "We make
our bow to thepublicata crit-
ical period in our national
and local history, and it shall
ever be our object to uphold
anything that will further the
Nationaland local interests."

A flavour of those early
publications shows the con-
text ofits origins.

In its edition of Friday,
December 19, 1919 the curate
in Ballyshannon, Rev. J.
Trainor found himself being
"congratulated’, but it was
not for what might be ex-

Itrelated toan incident on
the Derry to Dundalk train at
Ballybay where a bullet
entered through the
window of the carriage on the
moving train. He received
some facial injuries, thank-
fully from brokenglass
rather than the bullet itself.

An Editorial of the time is
questioning why butter was
cheaper in England (3s per
1b.) than in Ireland (2s 6d per
1b.) asaresult of subsidies.

"One would naturally ex-
pect to buy butter cheaper in
Ireland, than in any of the in-
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To-day we go to press for the first
time and to-morrow. the publio
will peruse ouw® columus, and
many will criticise our efforts.
We know it is a big thing we
propose, the cstablishing of &
non-political paper in & world of
politics, but wé believe in doing
s0, we are doing right. The
publio. to-day and ever
search vainly for the straight
" truth on some questions. - They
road one orgam's version, they
tumn to another, what is the re-
snlt,mhhuih} torroboration, but
very often & dirsct denial of the
facts as they appeared in tho
contemporary journal.  This
then shiall be our object; to get
3t the truth, and publish thab
same unbinsed truth, withont
“regard to class, oroed, or politics.
s e feel confident will bé an-
| precinked by a grateful public.
. Liabour, Jong in bondage, shall
kaow usos o friend, and when
its intercats ave at stake, no sel-
| fish reasons shall keep ussileat,
 Mhe ratopayet, $00, may resh as-
sured that we will look on his in-
| 4orests as a particalst part of our
work, We shall try to make
{his paper & journal of inferess
| tg @E;yl?;e, “and we shall wel-
goms candid critivism from. onr
| riends on our commencing at-

mpts.

:ﬁrl:g foaturas, fo make our
paper moro inte! u‘
people, will be welcome a6 .
times. With tho great ob_)oet
then of pursuing ® straight
course, guided ever by the star
of truth, and resolving never to
alloy its rays te be dimmed by
us, hoping thus $o keep our own
self-respack, and to gaip the re-
speok and support of the gnblm,
in the name of the Father of
Trath, we lsunch forth Tke
Donegal Democrat.~
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Wo make our bow_to the public
at a oritical periodin our national
and {:;w h,i:wry,hlzil;h i;xl shall
ever be our obj old any-
ing that % further the

National and loesl interasts. -

The ¢ Demoorat” js an indspen-
dent newspaper, and will see
that all public business is con-
* dneted in s fair and impartial
mannor, We will keep n closs
eye on public bosrds and
any sttempt to squander or frit-
for away. the ratepayers' money,
and onr first diky will be to ad-
viss the formation of & rate.
payors' sssocistion. Any at-
$empk af jobbery in giving away
publie positions will earn our
condemnation, as we hold that
every applicant should be taken
on his merits, an examination

hold, and the individual best '

fitted for the position appointed.
‘'he legitimate claims of labour
will have our sironges support,
Our columns are open to all who
. wish o air their grievances, and
we wil.}l,be pleased to prink cor-
respondence on any matter which
merits publieation.  We also
pledge our id to the fostering of
our native lan and in,f“.
tries,  We will make a special
{ea.t:am of reports  of pablio
onrds, meetings, and all i
(of local inferest. At

sors in our columns, and g,
:;:: who conbributed article,
1Pi adverbisera for their kindney,
in placing their faith in us, ..,h
belioving e conld produce thiy
journal while beset With 80 many
Jiffioultios, and the contributon -
{or their assistance in refieving
1s of & lot of the spade work |
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CHEAP FISH.

During May 4,000 crans of
maokerel and 500" crans of her-

 rings were damped at Downings

egal). Hernngs sold at 58
g\'imo?:]m which would realise
408 a cran if railway facilitios
were available, :
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- Ballyshannon — Miss M'Cready,

Muin Street ; MrR. Vangban,
| Main Street; Mrs P. Connolly,
“East Porf; Mrs M‘Quade,
Wast Port,
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The Donegal Democrat's first editorial in June of 1919 gives a flavour of the context in which it was established

dustrialcitiesin England. Itis
again a case of Irish interests
been subordinated to the in-
terests of the English con-
sumer."

By June 20th of the fol-
lowing year, Hodgini's Circus
and Wild West Show were set
tovisit southDonegalon June
24th, adding to the general
‘wild west' happenings of the
era.
Earlyreportshad tobe cir-
cumspect in that the British
authorities were monitoring
newspaper reports and their
contents, as with everything
else. The printing facilities
were 'visited' on occasion as
were its owners and man-
ager.

One convoy wasdescribed
in the edition of August 21,
1920:

“About 250 cavalry from
Finner Camp, Bundoranwith
machine guns, field kitchens
and other military equip-
ment, passed through the
town on Tuesday to Killybegs.
It is now quite customary to
witness five or six lorries con-
taining soldiers going in the

Tragic incident

“In one tragic Incident, a printer
with the paper Thomas Rooney,
was shot dead, In a late night
Incident at the Bridgend, after
curfew.”

“Tronically the young Rooney had
served in the British Army in World
War One."

samedirection.”

In oneunrelated tragic in-
cident, a printer with the
paper Thomas Rooney, was
shot dead, in a late night in-
cident at the Bridgend, by a
British soldier on patrol after
curfew on the night of
December 4,1920.

Ironically the young
Rooney had served with the
Irish Rifles, a regiment of
British Army in World War
One. The earlier aforemen-
tioned Rev. Trainor officiated
atthe funeral and graveside.

A report of Volunteer
activities in an edition of Au-

gust 1920 sheds some inter-
esting light on the kind of
news that was appearing in
thepaperandwhowasincon-
trol on the ground in south
Donegal, at that time.

"A young man who got
under the influence of drink
while on a visit to Bundoran
was arrested by the Irish Vo-
lunteers and fined £1. He was
also ordered to leave the
town, which he did by the
next day. A motor car owner
while on a visit to Bundoran
refused to drive a priest ona
sick call, and six armed men
ordered him to leave the town
within an hour, and he did
s0."

InDecember of1921 andas
the Anglo Irish Treaty is
signed great jubilation is re-
corded in the pages following
the release of internees from
the likes of Derry jail and
Ballykinlar internment
camp.

Sadly, it was shortly fol-
lowed by even greater
tragedy, recorded weekly in
the Democrat - the Irish Civil
War.

https://archive-irishnewsarchive-com.dcu.idm.oclc.org/Olive/APA/IN...rint.Article.aspx?mode=image&href=DDM%2F2019%2F10%2F31&id=Ar06800
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